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Great Wine Capitals announce recipients of 2024/2025 Research Grant 
 
[Bordeaux, 24 September 2024] – Building on the success of its inaugural year, the Great 
Wine Capitals Global Network is pleased to announce the recipients of its 2024/2025 
Research Grant. This initiative continues to promote excellence and innovation in wine 
tourism by supporting impactful research in this dynamic sector. With a focus on fostering 
academic collaboration among the 12 distinguished wine capitals, the GWC Research Grant 
encourages projects that can enhance and expand wine tourism globally. 
 
The 2024/2025 Research Grant has been awarded to two outstanding recipients: Magalie 
Dubois and Dr. Jessica Mei Pung. 
 
Magalie Dubois, a researcher at CEREN Burgundy School of Business in Dijon. Her project, 
The Effect of “Pay as You Want” on Wine Valuations, investigates a new pricing model for 
wine tourism.  
 
Current research shows that fixed entrance fees can reduce demand, while the absence of 
fees can result in visitors consuming wine without making further purchases. Dubois 
proposes an alternative strategy, where visitors pay what they believe the experience is 
worth after its completion. Her research will assess whether this “Pay What You Want” 
(PWYW) model enhances visitor satisfaction and value perception, while also increasing 
revenues for wineries. This approach can potentially create a more flexible and visitor-
focused experience while benefiting wineries financially. 
 
"I am honoured to receive this grant and look forward to investigating how the 'Pay What 
You Want' model can transform the pricing strategies for wine tourism," said Dubois.  
 
Dr Jessica Mei Pung, Postdoctoral Research Fellow at UniSA Business, University of South 
Australia. Her project, titled The Potential of Agritourism for Extending Wine Tourism 
Experiences, explores how agritourism can be used to diversify and extend the offerings of 
wine businesses. She is focusing on case studies in Adelaide, South Australia, and Verona, 
Italy. 
 
She will analyse how wine tourism operators incorporate agritourism approaches into their 
product offerings. Through interviews and on-site observations, her research aims to 
uncover best practices and success factors that can enhance the visitor experience. 
Ultimately, her project will develop a typology of agritourism-enhanced wine tourism 
experiences that can be adapted for other markets and regions. 
 
“I am delighted to learn that I have secured one of the positions for the 2024/2025 GWC 
International Research Grant with my research project application! Thanks to the Great 
Wine Capitals Global Network for this opportunity.,” said Mei Pung. 



 
GWC Managing Director, Catherine Leparmentier on the awarding of the Grant; “The GWC 
Research Grant underscores the Network’s ongoing commitment to advancing innovation 
in the global wine tourism sector. These two projects hold the potential to significantly 
impact wine tourism practices, offering valuable insights that can benefit both operators 
and visitors across the Great Wine Capitals”. 
 
The results of this year’s research will be showcased at the GWC Annual General Meeting in 
2025, offering a platform for the winners to present their findings to a global audience of 
industry leaders and peers. 
 
Furthermore, we are looking forward to the inaugural 2023/2024 Grant recipients 
presenting their research results during the GWC Annual Conference, taking place in 
Verona in October 2024. 
 

About Great Wine Capitals 

Established in 1999 as a community of global cities sharing a common economic and 
cultural asset - their connection to internationally renowned wine regions - the Great 
Wine Capitals Global Network brings diverse global capitals of wine together under a 
shared brand. 

The Great Wine Capitals Global Network exists to link cities connected to great wine 
regions to sustain the health and prosperity of their wine-related industries, 
communities and tourism. 

The Network facilitates the sharing of knowledge, ideas & experience; stimulates 
business, innovation, friendships; and is a means to collaborate on challenges & 
opportunities. 

The Network currently consists of 12 world renowned wine regions from the northern 
and southern hemispheres, spanning the old and new worlds of wine including: 
Adelaide, South Australia; Bilbao-Rioja, Spain; Bordeaux, France; Cape Town-Cape 
Winelands, South Africa, Lausanne, Switzerland; Mainz-Rheinhessen, Germany; 
Mendoza, Argentina; Porto, Portugal; San Francisco-Napa Valley, USA; Valparaiso-
Casablanca Valley, Chile, Verona, Italy and Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand.  

For more information about the GWC Global Network’s involvement in upcoming 
events, visit www.greatwinecapitals.com. Also follow them on Facebook, Instagram, X 
and LinkedIn and subscribe to their YouTube channel. 
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